
UNITED STATES DISTRJCT COURT 
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IN RE: COURT OPERATIONS 
IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19 

) 
) 
) 
) 

Standing Order Regarding Video Teleconferencing 
and Telephone Conferencing 
Misc. Number:  3:20-mc-129-RBH

-----

Congress has passed legislation authorizing the use of video teleconferencing and 

televlw11e cu11fe1e11cing, u11de1 ce1tai11 ci1cu1m,td11ce;s dlld with the cu11sc11t of the dcfcnda11t, fo1 

vanous cnmmal case events durmg the course of the CO V ID-19 emergency. See 'J'he CAR.hS 

Act, H.R. 748. The Judicial Conference of the United States has also found that emergency 

conditions due to the national emergency declared by the President have affected and will 

1Jldte1ially affect the functioning of the federal courts generally. 

As Chief Judge, and pursuant to Section l 5002(b )(1) of the legislation, on my own 

motion, I hereby authorize the use of video teleconferencing, or telephone conferencing if video 

teleconferencing is not reasonably available, for all events listed in Section 15002(b)(l) of the 

legislation.' 

Section 15002(b)(l) includes: 

(A) Detention hearings under section 3142 of title 18, United States Code.

(B) Initial appearances under Rule 5 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure.

(C) Preliminary hearings under Rule 5.1 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure.

(D) Waivers of indictment under Rule 7(b) of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure.

(E) Arraignments under Rule IO of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure.

(F) Probation and supervised release revocation proceedings under Rule 32.l of the Federal Rules of

Criminal Procedure.

(G) Pretrial release revocation proceedings under section 3148 ohitle 18, United States Code.

(H) Appearances under Rule 40 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure.

(I) Misdemeanor pleas and sentencings as described in Rule 43(b )(2) of the Federal Rules of Criminal

Procedure.

(J) Proceedings under chapter 403 of title 18, United States Code (commonly known as the "Federal

Juvenile Delinquency Act"), except for contested transfer hearings and juvenile delinquency adjudication or

trial proceedings.
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